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Care packages will help with the million tiny difficulties
inherent in gender transitions.
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Diversity Richmond is starting a care package
program to provide gender-affirming, transition-
related materials free of charge to trans and
gender non-conforming individuals in
Richmond

L

For more information contact Taylor Davis, davistm&@veu.edu

Anyone undergoing a gender transition is faced with difficulties. Obtaining medical
treatment and dealing with social stigmatization are the most obvious, but the little
things, from buying a new wardrobe to covering minor medical costs, can just as
troublesome for many in the transgender community.

This month, to address this need, Diversity Richmond started the Trans & GNC Care
Package Program, dedicated to providing care packages for trans and gender
nonconforming individuals in Richmond. The program, founded by VCU student Taylor
Davis, offers five different kits for feminine, masculine, menstrual, medical, and
postoperative care. Items include gender-specific clothing and undergarments, makeup,
ice packs, bandages, toiletries, and more.

“The care packages are built to provide help for both the social side of transitioning, and
also the medical and practical side,” Davis said. “They are readily available for anyone who
needs them.”

Davis was inspired to start the program after seeing similar projects nationwide. Many of
them, however, had very little funding or very long waitlists. “I know some people who
have been trying to get through to these programs, and they end up waiting for months and
months,” they said. “It was frustrating, because they needed these items sooner rather
than later.”

Davis soon realized that with a small community like Richmond, it would be possible to get
necessary items out much more quickly than on a national scale. And with that, Diversity
Richmond’s care package program was born.

“When you look at the level of costs that come with being a transgender or nonconforming
individual, it’s very high.” Davis said. “Insurance often doesn’t cover medical procedures;
there is job discrimination, housing discrimination. Many individuals end up not being able
to pay for simple things like clothes or tampons, especially if they’re young and might have
been disowned by their families.”

According to Davis, the program aims to increase the economic justice in Richmond’s
communities and to provide social and financial support to transgender and gender
nonconforming people that might not have it otherwise.

“l hope that people who can’t get these items are able to get them through this program,”
Davis said. “I’m also hoping to increase awareness about the kind of things that people
aren’t able to afford. | want to create understanding within our community. | want people
to feel comfortable in their bodies and feel accepted in their gender identity.”

To donate items to the transgender and gender nonconforming care package program,
contact Taylor Davis at davistmé@vcu.edu. For a full list of items needed for the care
packages, click here.

Like 36 Tweet

http://www.gayrva.com/lifestyle/health-fitness-lifestyle/diversity-richmonds-care-package-program-seeks-to-make-transitions-less-difficult/ 2/4


https://twitter.com/share
mailto:davistm6@vcu.edu
https://www.facebook.com/virginiaAVP/photos/a.360476257298779.95522.124094264270314/1749982628348128/?type=3&theater
http://www.gayrva.com/news-views/virginia-episcopal-church-bishops-urge-general-assembly-to-reject-hateful-legislation/
http://www.gayrva.com/news-views/opinion-our-rights-are-held-captive-by-a-gerrymandered-general-assembly/
http://www.gayrva.com/lifestyle/out-on-the-weekend-the-looming-spectre-of-valentines-day/
http://www.gayrva.com/arts-culture/the-cws-black-lightning-brings-us-the-first-black-lesbian-superhero-thunder/

2/13/2018 Diversity Richmond’s Care Package Program Seeks To Make Transitions Less Difficult | Gay Richmond News, Entertainment, Nightlife & LGBT ...

MARCH 11
DOMINION ENERGY CENTER

Related Stories
| OUT On The Weekend: The Looming Spectre

of Valentine’s Day

February may be the shortest month of the year, but it gives us a lot to
deal with. The due dates on the bills leapfrog payday on the calendar,
the heat costs climb, and then there’s Valentine’s Day to deal with.
Having a steady partner during this period of love’s transformation into
a commodity makes [...]

FEBRUARY 8, 2018

= Black And Bold: Diversity Richmond Celebrates Black LGBTQ History
Month, FEBRUARY 2, 2018

= (Gay)RVA NYE 2018: Your Totally Queer Guide To Ringing In the New
Year In Style, DECEMBER 27, 2017

= Celebrate the Giving Season with Diversity Richmond Tonight,
NOVEMBER 28, 2017

Prev Next = Topics  Back to top

Hark! The Monument  Santaland Diaries &
City Choruses Sing Season’s Greetings
at RTP Bring Much-

Needed Holiday

Comic Relief

More News
Of X ;

_P_,-'-’

our partners

OPINION: Virginia OPINION: Our
Dave LaRock Episcopal Rights Are
Spews Anti- Church Held Captive
LGBTQ Hate Bishops Urge By A
Straight From General Gerrymandered
the House of Assembly To General
Delegates Reject Assembly
Hateful
Legislation

http://www.gayrva.com/lifestyle/health-fitness-lifestyle/diversity-richmonds-care-package-program-seeks-to-make-transitions-less-difficult/

3/4


http://www.gayrva.com/lifestyle/out-on-the-weekend-the-looming-spectre-of-valentines-day/
http://www.gayrva.com/arts-culture/black-and-bold-diversity-richmond-celebrates-black-lgbtq-history-month/
http://www.gayrva.com/arts-culture/nightlife/gayrva-nye-2018-your-totally-queer-guide-to-ringing-in-the-new-year-in-style/
http://www.gayrva.com/arts-culture/celebrate-the-giving-season-with-diversity-richmond-tonight/
http://www.gayrva.com/arts-culture/hark-the-monument-city-choruses-sing/
http://www.gayrva.com/arts-culture/santaland-diaries-seasons-greetings-at-rtp-bring-much-needed-holiday-comic-relief/
http://www.gayrva.com/news-views/opinion-dave-larock-spews-anti-lgbtq-hate-straight-from-the-house-of-delegates/
http://www.gayrva.com/news-views/virginia-episcopal-church-bishops-urge-general-assembly-to-reject-hateful-legislation/
http://www.gayrva.com/news-views/opinion-our-rights-are-held-captive-by-a-gerrymandered-general-assembly/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuwhwVrPM6yAwybUw8mPyLJDN5YZFfq838kBrJ8lH2T9Q9biJ5jr72_y7J1Ssk0AzvTGlNh64rQeAUkNooANcoZBsPI2wXig3y_b6P1h35_aBf6Yvs4JmDKztC1UIrUcsn6gP2vwlGhsUNOkD5A_6l1mk4tBOGsI9l2Si_mtzmr249ldQrD-MJDdzmKOLF6s2AAOi8v2-exSY58ie0uM5Si6F8xFvlIgfDH&sig=Cg0ArKJSzD6ct74E4uTC&adurl=http://bit.ly/TheChefsTourRVA

2/13/2018 Diversity Richmond’s Care Package Program Seeks To Make Transitions Less Difficult | Gay Richmond News, Entertainment, Nightlife & LGBT ...

Q cnpp“s fc‘ By Terrence McNally JAN 31 - FEB 24

The New Testament = Directed by Dexter Ramey ot the ROBERT B. MOSS THEATRE

5 o - ] - 1300 Altamont Ave.
told in a radically ) 4 chl‘ls‘l & 8 Tickets at www.ririangle.org
new way spousorst by LADIFF RICHMOND

or call (804) 3468113 L

Select Month v

Copyright (c) 2018 GayRVA.com | Website Developed By CO+LAB

out. spoken.

http://www.gayrva.com/lifestyle/health-fitness-lifestyle/diversity-richmonds-care-package-program-seeks-to-make-transitions-less-difficult/ 4/4


http://gayrva.com/about
http://gayrva.com/about/advertise
http://gayrva.com/about/contact
http://gayrva.com/about/privacy
http://www.gayrva.com/category/arts-culture/photos/
http://www.gayrva.com/category/arts-culture/nightlife/
http://gayrva.com/calendar
http://youtube.com/gayrva
http://twitter.com/gayrva
http://facebook.com/gayrva
http://gayrva.us1.list-manage2.com/subscribe?u=38a1913126e454672cdf64d57&id=7a9077978c
http://www.gayrva.com/category/guides/travel/
http://www.gayrva.com/guide
http://www.gayrva.com/places-category/real-estate/
http://www.richmondbusinessalliance.com/?affiliate=gayrva.com
http://www.gayrva.com/wp-new/category/lifestyle/style-lifestyle/
http://www.gayrva.com/category/lifestyle/health-fitness-lifestyle/
http://www.gayrva.com/category/lifestyle/food-drink/
http://www.gayrva.com/category/lifestyle/dating-lifestyle/
http://visitrichmondva.com/rainbow
http://gunghoguides.com/
http://www.gayrichmond.com/
http://www.teamcolab.com/
http://gunghoguides.com/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstU4Ql1pDWCTrOqe7-pLXMbZjQsqxlqk8fP2RVXS8w3g0aeT_jucUP-QLquevMWPmCV6tAlU5SGX-oQPslDXgUx14_AHplAryt50OloVoykt-Zc8rqGhOnXIXQXOsbOqIXxkc100uW7lwD72IVMMYpgWgM0YiVIhyS8cu2H4CH6jRvSlstkhA6mSKwvTFXnqeSr3ldKGQHvgPqNCQaibduGLpqNRw1BkQbEhcmQMmkszHyBmfBBKJk&sig=Cg0ArKJSzA-H5IUdntTM&adurl=http://www.rtriangle.org

